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By Judith Newman

MAKING BABIES Sttimb
\ W WL Norton &

J into Motherhood. By An Enright
spany. $24.95.

No subject offers a greater opportunity for teerible writing than moth-
erbood. Men, of corse, have their painful sportswriters, fellows who
dont just document the mildew and peeling paint on a boxing gym's
swalls hut g0 on to liken it t the weepiny of felid tears over the trag:
But women? Just as the sports guys mythologize
the athlete, mommy writers mythologize the child, the bond, the fate
nights and the fitle tonthless grin breaking out fike sunshine from
Continued on Page 13

I Review

Javier Jaén’s mother tongues are Spanish and Catalan, but fis s
transcends language. His illustrations and editorial graphics am i
clear and clever to speakers of English—or Hungarian or Cantomessi
as they are to those who share a language with Jaén. The desigmer i
champion of double meanings, multilayered metaphors, and upesmuiil
clichés. “l have always felt very close to the word, and I'm inter=ssa
in language and identity as cultural and communicative phenormemi
he says.

Seven years ago, Jaén left his small town outside the Cataiomin
capital to study fine arts at the University of Barcelona (with sideime:

CHRISTOPHER BUCKLEY | Sz 11
Alida Becker reviews his new book.

JOHN RVING'S 1N ONE PERSON' | Fugec 1 .
Jeanette Winterson on his novel. .

ROGER ROSENBLATT | iz 43
On being the writer in the family.

By Judith Warner

THE CONFLICT How Modern Matherhood Undecosiries the Status of Wones
By Efnbeth Badinies T Adai ferapati
Hoaks/Henry Holt & Company. $25.

THE NEW FEMINIST ing he i
Farmily, By M 58 pi, 7 jshing. $26.

et as everyona was gelting ready ta throw out the Baby Bijoros and.
start practicing detachment parenfing & ke frangaise comes a few
book. from the esteemnad philosopher Elisabeth Badinter, warai
French motherhood isn'tall ifs cracked up to be,
Contiried on F




they’re accompanying rather than simply regurgitate the talking points.”
‘ Jaén is currently teaching illustration at a Barcelona university and
is enthusiastic about the responsibility. “School should be a place to
take risks, where you can take things to a point of tension,” he says.
“I like to think of classes as a laboratory experiment.” When asked to
‘ elaborate on his plans for the coming year, Jaén, much like in his work,

produces an illuminating answer that twists and transcends the topic
and still | have not

in cake baking, journalism, and radio). Further study at Moholy-Nagy
University of Art and Design in Budapest, Hungary, and the Cooper
Union in New York City, reinforced his dedication to a career in design.
In his smart and sly editorial illustrations for a number of international ‘
publications, Jaén often tackles serious subjects with novel construc-
tions. Matt Dorfman, who has art directed Jaén at The New York Times,

says that he himself “raged with the kind of envy that illustrators some-
times have when they come across a whole well of ideas that they wish ‘ at hand: “I'm about to turn 30 years old,” he says, *

they had thought of on their own. Javier creates these stark, word- ‘ written a child, planted a book, or given birth to a tree. Everything is
less little masterpieces that always find a way to comment on the text ‘ waiting to be done.” —Jane Lerner
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‘\ Left: lllustrations

| for (from top) The
Washington Post,

‘ The New York Times,

Bloomberg View, and

| The New York Times.

Right: Covers for Dinero

| magazine.
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